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You changed William’s life

THANK YOU FOR BRINGING

GREAT JOY
TO HURTING PEOPLE
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I’ve 
realized 
I’m not 
alone.

William dreamed of opening his own business, 
but a cancer diagnosis shattered it all. “I was 
confused, angry… I couldn’t understand 

how life could throw me such a curveball.” 
For years, he’d had a successful career in the 

hospitality industry, but it was often a lonely profession. 
“I was meeting people every day… but our relationships 
were purely transactional. There was no closeness.”

So when William became sick, his business partners 
backed out. He found himself facing a frightening 
disease, unsure where to turn for support.

Then the recession hit. William’s full-time work 
dried up. As his treatment progressed, he had to quit 
working altogether.  

With mounting medical bills and no income to pay 
them, he spent his life savings to cover the cost and 
eventually was forced to give up his apartment. 

He stayed with friends to avoid becoming homeless – 
and thankfully, went into remission! But as he began to 
regain his strength, he longed for a safe place where he 
could get back on his feet. 

In our Transitional Housing Program, he’s not only 
found practical resources to help him move forward, 
but also an encouraging community to support him 
every step of the way.  

“I’ve realized I’m not alone… The pastors 
and staff here have helped me reach out to the 
Lord more and understand the importance of 
community.” 

Through classes, guidance and other services in our 
program, William no longer feels isolated as he looks to 
the future. Our shuttle service helps him get to doctors’ 
appointments so he can stay healthy. And our staff has 
connected him with a local college where he’ll have access 
to housing as he seeks to pursue an associate’s degree!

This year, William will be celebrating 
Christmas as a new creation, filled with the great 
joy of God’s love. “I’ve realized the Lord can help me 
and He really wants to. You just have to let Him in.”

“It was a blessing to be able to 
come here… The Mission helped 

me refocus.”

CONNECT
WITH US



Transformation 
Starts With You…

$1.98
for 1 hot meal 

a night
of safe shelter

CAN GIVE 
SOMEONE

A new life healed by God’s LOVE

Read William's story to learn more!
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As we celebrate the 
Christmas season and the 
miracle of Jesus’ birth in a 
lowly manger, we must keep 
in mind the ending… That He 
gave His life on the cross so 
you and I could be reborn as 
children of God.

You know that the guests 
of Buffalo City Mission have 
had a tough time before 
they come through our 
doors. Poverty, substance 
abuse, homelessness, hunger, 
violence… you name it. But 
what’s so incredible is not 
their past stories, but how 
their lives are completely 
transformed thanks to 
you.

You believe that change 
is possible. More than that, 
your generous support gives 
these men, women and 
children the very services 
and support they need to be 

restored and reborn. You give 
them the most incredible 
gift there is this Christmas: 
the chance to find peace, 
purpose and a new life filled 
with God’s blessings.

As you celebrate this 
joyous season with loved 
ones, I hope you’ll remember 
your neighbors who still need 
healing. After this difficult 
year, my prayer is that God 
will move in mighty ways 
in hearts and communities 
across the country. May you 
be filled with peace and love, 
and continue to share His 
love with others.

Stuart L. Harper
Executive Director

Celebrating rebirth this
Christmas

A Message from 
STUART L. HARPER

Just $1.98 provides a meal and care for one 
person. Your gift could be the first step 

toward a life transformed. 

Please Send Your Gift Today!

  Add your special year-end gift to 
      the reply card and send it today.

 Give online at buffalocitymission.org

THANK YOU 
for doubling your blessings through 

this year-end challenge!

DEADLINE TO GIVE: DEC 31

$20,000
MATCHING CHALLENGE

=

Thanks to a grant from a generous group of 
donors, YOUR gift today goes TWICE as far! 



m  $15.84 to feed & care for 8 people
m  $37.62 to feed & care for 19 people
m  $55.44 to feed & care for 28 people
m  $73.26 to feed & care for 37 people
m  $_______ to help as much as possible
Plus, my Challenge gift to provide double the help: $_______

Stuart, please use my Christmas gift to bless 
my struggling neighbors who have had such a 
challenging year:

This really 
    helps!

YDLDWHT

Buffalo City Mission
P.O. Box 1748
Buffalo, NY 14240-1748
TTFFDAAAAATTTTAADADFTAAFFDADDAFADFDDAFFFADAFTADFTDADAFFTFTTFFFFTA

m CHECK ENCLOSED    m BILL MY CREDIT CARD   

    m   m   m   m 

Donate now!   (716) 854-8181, ext. 429
                        buffalocitymission.org

CREDIT CARD #

EXP. DATE

PHONE #

EMAIL

CIV/SEC #

BCMR

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

This has been an especially 
difficult year due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. Your help is needed 
for our neighbors struggling to 

rebuild their lives.

 Mark December 1st on your 
calendar and don't forget to give 

at buffalocitymission.org.

Thanks to the recently passed 
CARES Act, your gift today 
could qualify for a greater 

tax deduction. Please check 
with your tax adviser for more 

information.

is December 1

We are so grateful for our Corporate Sponsor, Wegmans! For the second 
year in a row, Wegmans has helped meet the needs of our struggling neighbors in 
Buffalo as a sponsor for our annual Mission: Possible Food Drive Challenge. 

Through this drive, together we engage students of all ages to collect over 
33,000 canned goods and feed more than 8,300 hungry people in our community. 
Every year, it’s only possible with the support of partners like Wegmans!

With over 5,000 team members and 11 stores in Western New York, Wegmans' 
impact in our community has been extraordinary. Beyond their involvement with 
Mission Possible, Wegmans associates have also volunteered to serve meals and 
donated food to the Mission many times over the years – including thousands of 
turkeys every November through the Turkeys for Tickets event! 

“At Wegmans, we know how critical the work of Buffalo City Mission is 
for some of the most vulnerable in our community. Mission Possible teaches 
students about food insecurity, and the importance of giving back, in a fun and 
engaging way.” 

– Michele Mehaffy, Buffalo Consumer Affairs Manager for Wegmans

Thank you, Wegmans, for your partnership that changes lives!

SPONSOR
Spotlight


