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Inside: Read how your 
compassion and support 

changes lives.

Brittany’s heart 
is filled with 
gratitude

for YOU!



“NOW I
KNOW I AM 

WORTHY.”
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At just 14, Brittany felt herself 
drowning in depression and 
shame. A year earlier, a family 

member had begun to sexually abuse 
her, and she blamed herself. “I felt 
like my childhood was stolen from 
me.”

When she was in a serious car 
accident a few years later, Brittany 
was prescribed medications to cope 
with her physical pain… but she soon 
discovered they could numb deeper 
emotional wounds. 

As the trauma of her abuse 
followed her into adulthood, she 
depended on substances to get 
by. When her mother passed away 
unexpectedly, Brittany’s grief sent 
her spiraling. “I didn’t know what to 
do… and I fell away from the Lord.”

At her lowest point, Brittany lost 
custody of her son, and for the next 
two years she was homeless. “I was 
just out in the streets… thinking I 
wasn’t worthy… thinking God didn’t 
love me.”

Then Brittany discovered she was 
pregnant. “I just stared at my garbage 
bag full of clothes in front of me – all 
I had – and the tears started rolling 
down my face,” she says. “The Lord 
told me I didn’t have to live like 
that anymore.”

A counselor guided Brittany to  a 
rehab program where she found 

freedom from substances… but 
Brittany also desired to have a 
relationship with God. 

She came to Buffalo City Mission's 
Women and Children's facility, 
Cornerstone Manor, and through 
Bible study and our Transitional 
Housing Program, she experienced 
healing through the Lord’s love. “God 
has forgiven me and I have forgiven 
myself… I got saved here and I am just 
so blessed!”

While staying with her baby at 
Cornerstone Manor, Brittany also 
regained custody of her first son! 
She’s grateful for the life-skills classes 
and spiritual guidance here that are 
helping her family prepare for a better 
future and grow in the Lord.

This Thanksgiving season – 
and all through the year – your 
kind generosity fills hearts 
with hope and gratitude… and 
transforms lives through God’s 
love! “I have found the Lord again 
and I have found myself… I can’t say 
thank you enough.”

“I had a spiritual 
awakening.”

Your helping hands and giving 
hearts will allow us to serve and 
care for the thousands of people 
who will turn to us this fall! You 
can even volunteer, virtually!

Contact us today to see how 
you can help...

Call: Sue Cervi at
(716) 854-8181, ext. 408

Email: 
scervi@buffalocitymission.org

Or visit buffalocitymission.org to 
find out more or sign up now! 

We Need 
VOLUNTEERS



The past few months have been 
challenging for all of us. No one is 
immune to the stress of uncertainty 
or the fear of the unknown. And 
especially this year, far too many of 
our neighbors have also felt the harsh 
reality of losing their livelihoods – 
their ability to provide for themselves 
or their families. They join scores of 
others already turning to Buffalo City 
Mission for food, shelter and life-
restoring guidance.

Yet, through it all, my heart is 
filled with gratitude – for God’s 
faithfulness… the goodness of 
mankind… and your dedication to 
serving “the least of these.” 

As more struggling people reach 
out to us, you are there for them. 
You are among the heroes who 
put others’ needs above your own. 
You join us on the front lines of 
compassion and kindness, loving your 
neighbors when they need it most. 
Now, as we anticipate an increased 
need for food and care throughout 
the fall, my greatest hope is that you’ll 
continue your amazing support this 
Thanksgiving season. 

Regardless of the season or the 
challenges around us, remembering 
our blessings brings us comfort, 
peace and joy. This Thanksgiving, as 
we gather with our loved ones, I pray 
each of us finds strength in God… one 
another… and our own grateful hearts.

Stuart L. Harper
Executive Director
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You fill my heart 
with Thanksgiving.

A MESSAGE FROM 
STUART L. HARPER

Our hearts are filled with Thanksgiving for 
your faithful support!

Give now using the enclosed 
reply card and envelope.

Give online anytime at 
buffalocitymission.org.

Please help us now to prepare for the thousands of meals we’ll 
serve to our homeless and struggling neighbors throughout 
the Thanksgiving season. Your generosity will not only provide 
nourishing food for hungry people, but also opportunities for lives 
to be restored:

faith-based guidance • education and life-skill classes 
job-skill training • and more!   

Your giving spirit can mean a new beginning for hurting individuals 
and families right here in our community. Share your heart of 
thanksgiving by giving your 2020 Thanksgiving Campaign gift 
today.

$1.98
for 1 hot meal 

Practical guidance 
and God’s

life-changing 
LOVE

a night
of safe shelter

CAN LEAD 
TO

SEE HOW YOUR GIFT WILL MAKE AN IMPACT!

Read Brittany's story 
to learn more!

Join our 
2020 THANKSGIVING CAMPAIGN!

36,560
Meals Needed by Thanksgiving



Please consider shopping or hosting a food drive 
for these items we need to feed our hungry guests 

throughout the Thanksgiving season.

Drop off your donations at the Mission at 
100 E. Tupper St. in Buffalo,

Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Turkeys
Hams
Sugar 
Cereal
Condiments
Pasta sauce
Gravy mix
Coffee

Our Thanksgiving
Needs List

Thank you for helping!

m  $15.84 to feed & care for 8 people
m  $37.62 to feed & care for 19 people
m  $55.44 to feed & care for 28 people
m  $73.26 to feed & care for 37 people
m  $_______ to help as much as possible

Stuart, please use my 2020 Thanksgiving 
Campaign gift to provide meals, care & hope for 
hurting neighbors:

 This would be 
a blessing!

buffalocitymission.orgDon’t Miss a Single Mission Moment!
Follow us on social media and sign up for our emails to stay up-to-date on our Thanksgiving 
activities, urgent needs, special events and how your partnership is transforming lives. Be 
sure to tell your friends about us too, and encourage them to help this Thanksgiving!
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Buffalo City Mission
P.O. Box 1748
Buffalo, NY 14240-1748
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m CHECK ENCLOSED    m BILL MY CREDIT CARD   

    m   m   m   m 

Donate now!   (716) 854-8181, ext. 429
                        buffalocitymission.org

CREDIT CARD #

EXP. DATE

PHONE #

EMAIL

CIV/SEC #

BCMR
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“Our 75 years in Buffalo have been made 
stronger by community partners like Buffalo City 
Mission who have led the way for more than a 
century,” Bob and Mindy Rich shared recently. 

At Rich’s, we believe in the power of 
partnership. And that begins in our own 
backyard. We believe that being a good neighbor 
goes beyond a donation. It is about working 
together to create a thriving community.

 “Rich Products are enthusiastic supporters 
of the City Mission. Our contributions have made a difference; the 
leadership of BCM are good stewards of the money that has been 
donated,” said Howard Rich, Vice President Corporate Relations. 
“Spending time volunteering at the Mission, I see firsthand the great 
work that the Mission is doing to save and change lives.”

 In addition, Rich’s was the first corporate sponsor of the Mission’s 
youth development program called “Mission Possible,” which provides a 
wonderful opportunity for schools and young people of Buffalo to make 
an impact in our community. Through this initiative, youth of all ages host 
food drives to help alleviate hunger in Western New York, and at the same 
time are educated on homelessness in their own backyard.

Giving to the Buffalo City Mission really isn’t a hard decision. The 
organization has been part of the heart and soul of Buffalo for over 100 
years. We encourage those who have not visited the Mission to set up 
a personal tour and see firsthand their hard work to help improve our 
community one life at a time. 

SPONSOR Spotlight

Bob and Mindy Rich,
Rich Family Foundation




