
Thanks to you…
Marcellus 
has been given a 
life-changing gift 
this Christmas.

Don’t miss… 2 Celebrating rebirth 
this Christmas. 3 “Jesus’ way is 

better than mine.” 4 Leave a lasting 
legacy

GoodNEIGHBORS
THIS IS  YOUR CITY.  THIS IS  YOUR MISSION. Winter 2021

For more information: (716) 854-8181, ext. 429 • buffalocitymission.org 



3

“I’ve learned 
  Jesus’ way is 
  better than 
  mine.”

Marcellus never imagined he would be 
homeless. He had a good job driving a truck. 
He owned his own home. Life was good. 

But things started to unravel after a falling out with 
his family left him all alone, without any emotional 
support network. 

Heartbroken, Marcellus began slipping into what 
would become crippling depression. He eventually 
lost his job, then his home, and he relied on soup 
kitchens to get by. Thankfully, a kind stranger told him 
he could find lasting help at Buffalo City Mission, and 
he made his way to our door.

“I came to the Mission and got three hots 
and a cot,” Marcellus says. But that was just 
the beginning, as he soon entered our life-changing 
Transitional Housing Program. It was during this time 
that Marcellus’s depression was actually diagnosed 
and he received the medicine he needs. And that has 
helped set him on a promising new path.

“The people here are helping me with my journey,” 
Marcellus says. “It’s tough love, but everything they’re 
teaching me is straight from the Bible. I knew about 
Jesus Christ, but I really didn’t follow Him. I’ve 
watched how the staff walks with Christ daily, and 
now I know that His way is better than mine.”

Through guidance and an array of classes, 
Marcellus is not only drawing closer to God, he’s 
finding emotional healing from hurts of the past. 
He’s reconnected with family and he looks forward to 
graduating from the program, getting his own place 
and moving on with his life.

“The people here at the Mission want to see you 
succeed,” Marcellus says. “They want to see you grow 
to be a better person, and they’ve helped me in so 
many ways.”

It’s going to be a Christmas filled with joy for 
Marcellus – and he is so grateful to you for this 
wonderful gift of a new life. “I’m just happier. Now 
I look at life through the eyes of Christ, and I know I 
have a future.”

“Now I look at life through the 
eyes of Christ, and I know

I have a future.”



  

… STARTS WITH YOU!
As you prepare to celebrate the joy 
of Christmas, please remember our 
hurting neighbors. It’s been another 
really tough year for so many in our 
community – and the very best gift 
you can give them is the help they 
need right now! 

Just $1.98 provides a meal and care for 
one person.

That meal is often the first step 
toward a new life through God’s love.

A delicious Christmas meal for our 
homeless neighbors…

$1.98
for 1 hot meal 

Healing
Hope

And a Second 
Chance!A night

of safe shelter

CAN GIVE 
SOMEONE

See how you helped change Marcellus’s life!

A Message from 
STUART L. HARPER 

Celebrating 
Christmas 
with JOY for 
All People

Here’s a huge blessing as we end this year: Thanks to a generous 
group of donors, any gift you make until December 31 will be 
matched through our $20,000 matching challenge! 

That’s right… your gift today doubles to provide twice the food, 
shelter and care. And that means twice the hope for many of our 
neighbors who are still struggling to get back on their feet.

Year-End Matching Challenge
DOUBLE YOUR HELP!

DEADLINE TO GIVE: 12/31
THANK YOU 

for doubling your 
impact during 
our matching 

challenge!

In Luke 2:10, the angel says, 
“Behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all 
people.”

During the Christmas season, 
we hear a lot about joy. It has me 
thinking about how joy is something 
all people can have in their hearts. 
This time of year, our greatest joy is 
celebrating the birth of our Savior 
and the eternal life we have been 
freely given.

That joy is what fills our hearts 
Christmas morning… and, hopefully, 
every day of the year. It’s the 
same joy I see on the faces of the 
children, women and men that have 
come to Buffalo City Mission and 
experienced God’s life-changing love 
up close and personal. The joy YOU 
help them experience through your 
heartfelt prayers and support.

This Christmas, as you reflect on 
the “reason for the season,” I hope 
you will remember our neighbors 
who are hurting. As Marcellus’s story 
shows, your generosity offers help, 
healing and a chance to be held in 
the arms of a loving God.

I am continually humbled by the 
faithfulness of friends like you who 
joyfully bless others. Thank you, and 
may God fill your heart with peace 
and love.

Stuart L. Harper
Executive Director

Please Send Your Christmas Gift Today!

  Add your special year-end gift to the reply 
card and send it today.
  Give online anytime at 
buffalocitymission.org.
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It’s a day for neighbors to help 
neighbors… and join together as a 
community on Giving Tuesday! 

On November 30, your 
compassionate gift to our 
ministry will provide life-changing 
essentials like meals, shelter, 
recovery services and so much 
more to help people right here in 
Western New York.

Many people are still struggling to 
overcome hardships and rebuild 
their lives on solid ground. Your 
help is needed now more than 
ever. Give our neighbors hope on 
Giving Tuesday! 

Why Wait? Celebrate 
GIVING TUESDAY Now!

 Give online at
buffalocitymission.org.

The wonder of Christmas morning is special for folks of all ages… but we all 
long for joy that will live on past the holidays. During this season of miracles, 
why not leave a legacy of hope that will ease burdens and offer lasting peace?

A legacy is something that begins deep within us. It needs intentionality and 
advance planning to bring it to life. And it must be purposefully gifted to the 
loved ones or charitable organizations that are dear to our heart. With some 
thoughtful preparation, you can create a tangible legacy this Christmas.  

As you celebrate your blessings during this season of joy, our prayer is that 
you will consider what your legacy will look like. That you will carefully craft 
your estate plan to reflect evidence of your legacy and heart to bless others, 
even after your lifetime.

With just a few key clicks – and absolutely free of charge to you – GiftWise 
will help you create a legally binding document that provides for your loved ones 
and aligns with your personal values. You may even leave a specific cash gift or 
percentage of your estate in your will to Buffalo City Mission, if you wish.

If you’re ready to establish your estate plan, visit GiftWise.com/
buffalocitymission to get started. If you have any questions or would like 
more information, please call Aubrey Calhoun at (716) 854-8181, ext. 401. 
Thank you and God bless you!

Leave a lasting legacyLeave a lasting legacy
November 30




